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Meaningful Learning Experiences 

Strategic Commitment ✓ Part of a Careers Hub research programme 

Curriculum Provision ✓ Year 7 Mathematics – Fractions, Ratios & Percentages 

Employer Partnerships ✓ Partnering with a major local catering employer  

Reflective Young People ✓ Impact assessment integral to the research programme 

Informed Career Choices ✓ Presenting positive examples of careers in Catering 

 

 Food company reveals use of fractions, ratios and percentages for their business 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 7 topic of ‘Fractions, Ratio and Percentages’ was chosen for a project at Lydiard Park 

Academy in Swindon, Wiltshire ‘to get students making links to real life and uses in careers’. The 

teachers’ ideal outcome was to ‘To observe my class fully engaged and run by their enthusiasm; to 

hear discussions about the lesson/activity on exit of the lesson or around the corridors and to see and 

hear the want for more / lesson not to end!’ 

Based in Trowbridge, Wiltshire, the catering company apetito, which includes Wiltshire Farm Foods, 

produces great-tasting food for hospitals, care homes, schools, nurseries and others. The firm offers 

a two-year graduate training programme that ‘… provides opportunities from day one to support 

your continuous development and give you the strongest start in your career.’ 

Two young managers from the firm were involved in an online presentation with the year 7 

students. Each of them talked about their career paths from school and university then described 

early jobs and their current roles. They also explained the importance of maths in helping them 

make decisions about product pricing and data analysis for all parts of the business.  

The employer presentation started with a description of the catering company’s activities, which 

began 60 years ago and included the importance of corporate values: Great food to be proud of; 

Enhancing health and well-being; Ethical and sustainable and A passion for service. The online 

presentation concluded with a question-and-answer session and the project concluded with an out-

of-school visit to the company’s site.  

 

 

Benefits for the Students 

- ‘The students were very excited and thankful for the opportunity. I am sure it will be the talk of 

the day today being their first school trip out in 2-3 years or even ever!’ 

- ‘The sessions were great and all students seemed to really enjoy themselves.’ 

- ‘I was very surprised by the number of students who wanted to stand up and present - this was 

not anything I asked, they asked me to do! I am so proud of them and they will be receiving 

awards for recognition in school for this. Thank you for allowing them the opportunity to do this, 

again something they have never had the opportunity to do.’ 
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Benefits for the Employer 

The project enabled apetito to show how their organisation offers a variety of careers paths, 

including graduate training programmes, within the catering industry and how their employees 

benefit from having: 

- Flexibility to achieve a healthy work-life balance 

- An active voice through forums and work councils 

- Competitive salaries, pension contributions and other benefits 

 

Benefits for the School 

‘Catching up with the employer was really good. I found that really easy to organise and to make 

time for, and the employer was really efficient – they knew what they wanted to do and they sent 

it back really quickly. So I really rate what they've done in that sense.’ 

‘I would definitely want to repeat the project or work with the employer again because they've 

been really flexible with changing things and communicating.’ 

Year 7 students learned about a major local catering 

company, particularly about the career paths of two 

graduate trainees and the importance of maths skills 

in their current roles and for the business in general.  

 

 


