Meaningful Learning Experiences
Strategic Commitment
Curriculum Provision
Employer Partnerships
Reflective Young People
Informed Career Choices

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Part of a pilot supported by a large academy trust
KS3 English: ‘Speaking and Listening’
Part of an initiative to promote Allied Health Professions
Developing ‘Presenting’ and ‘Creativity’ skills
Broadening understanding about careers in the NHS

Students apply Speaking & Listening skills to encourage compliance with eye treatment
The brief for this Key Stage 3 English project at Ryde Academy on the Isle of Wight was prepared
during the Covid-19 health crisis to support learning about ‘Speaking and Listening’. It stated that,
‘Our students are currently working from home and teachers are setting tasks via Google Classroom.
We would like students to be able to complete some research about a topic at home and to prepare
a PowerPoint about this topic … Many students really struggle with their confidence and find it
difficult to complete this part of the assessment. We would like to introduce more similar tasks in KS3
to ensure that they are familiar with what it entails and to build up their confidence.’
As part of an initiative involving Allied Health Professionals in the NHS, students were challenged to
apply learning about the topic to a real situation faced by Orthoptic professionals. Research papers
show that treatment for Amblyopia (lazy eye) is most effective when started young. The resources
shared through Google Classroom include a request from a practicing orthoptist that required get
this message across young children, ‘You will need to apply skills learned in English: Share your ideas
with others and focus on the task; structure what you say to engage the child and use ambitious
vocabulary, grammar and a range of non-verbal features when you talk.’
Students were provided with a briefing paper from the orthoptist, a short introductory video
message and PowerPoint slides that concluded, ‘We look forward to seeing and hearing your
responses to this challenge from the NHS. If you do not have access to a computer to create
PowerPoint slides, design and write a leaflet. This is a real challenge and we want your bright ideas.’

Benefits for the Students

-

-

The achievement I am most proud of as a result of this experience is:
‘Writing something that is aimed at helping people.’
‘Creating an effective speech to teach children.’
‘I am proud that I took part in this project, as I learnt a lot from it, enjoyed working through
the tasks, being creative and feeling that the work I was doing will help to contribute to
further research.’
‘Recording my presentation as I … am self-conscious.’
‘I was able to gather lots of information and show my ideas.’
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Benefits for the School
-

-

‘Having a real-life problem to solve helped the students to engage with the task. At the time of
the project, the NHS was in the forefront of students’ minds due to Coronavirus which added
to the student engagement.’
‘Hopefully when we are all able to return to the school next year, we can repeat a similar
project that will be much easier to plan and collate as we will all be in the building.’

Benefits for the Employer
-

-

Orthoptics is one of 14 Allied Health Professions the NHS wishes to promote to young
people. The project presented a positive message about working in this profession to Key
Stage 3 students with limited requirement of time and effort from busy health professionals.
‘Thank you for helping us to target children with your key messages on the importance of
treatments during the critical period of vision development.’

A Key Stage 3 task about ‘Speaking & Listening’
was applied to the real issue about encouraging
children to comply with treatments for the
condition of amblyopia, which involves eye
patches or eye drops.
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