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Meaningful Learning Experiences 

Strategic Commitment ✓ Part of teacher CPD supported by the local Careers Hub 

Curriculum Provision ✓ ‘Investigating Statistics’ from the MAT’s curriculum content 

Employer Partnerships ✓ Partnering with a corporate employer with a local presence 

Reflective Young People ✓ Students applied maths skills to ‘… real-life examples’  

Informed Career Choices ✓ Showing a range of opportunities in corporate employers 

 

Year 7 students use real data to create graphs about waste management services at Mitie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The curriculum leader for maths at Broadlands Academy in Bristol, which is part of the AET group of 

academies, identified the year 7 topic of Investigating Statistics, which she felts would be ‘… easy to 

apply to the real world and careers, but it would be good to have something from a company. Some 

sort of investigation that they have to do? The old GCSE course workpieces were based on this topic 

but VERY dull!’ 

The unit of work required students to ‘… explore the collection, representation, analysis and 

interpretation of data. It covers a range of calculations of central tendency and spread as well as 

multiple charts and graphs to represent data.’  A ‘Rich Task’ in the unit included ‘Misleading 

Statistics’. It was hoped that a local employer might provide suitable data.  

Facilities management company, Mitie, has a large office just a few minutes’ drive from the school. 

The local Enterprise Co-ordinator was already in discussions with the firm, where managers from the 

finance team agreed to support the project.  

In response to a brief from the teaching staff, the finance team compiled a challenge, using data 

from the last two financial years, presenting a question to the students: ‘As a new measure on the 

environmental changes, we as a waste business have been asked to present data on waste across all 

Mitie sites over the UK. We would like your help with the data provided to come up with graphs and 

diagrams that we can present on our next annual report.’  

Benefits for the Students 

As well as preparing a short, informal video greeting to motivate the students at the outset of the 

challenge, the finance team provided feedback after receiving photographs of the students’ works. 

Comments drew attention to the importance of correctly labelling axes; the variety of graphs 

produced from the same data set and how a line graph revealed differences across the many sites.   

‘Thanks for coming back to us and firstly, [we] would like to acknowledge that students have made a 

great effort with these graphs. Few feedback points as per below … Overall – really impressed with 

the outcome and the effort by the students.’  
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Year 7 students were 

challenged to apply their 

learning about Statistics to 

a purposeful task about the 

waste services at sites run 

by facilities management 

firm Mitie. The challenge 

was supported by a data 

set and an introductory 

video and was concluded 

with feedback about the 

students’ work.  

Benefits for the Employer 

As part of its corporate commitment to creating social value, Mitie plays, ‘… an active part of the 

communities we operate in, helping deliver social value commitments not only for ourselves, but for 

our customers.’ 

‘… this opportunity sounds great for Mitie to give something back and build connections with our 

local community in Keynsham. I personally feel very passionate about helping the younger 

generation, and it would be a great pleasure for me to take part in this volunteering initiative. I will 

contact few people who might be also interested and try and get them on board also.’ 

 

Benefits for the School 

‘I've spent some time looking through the initial Powerpoint, data provided from Mitie and video. 

This is all brilliant and will really help us to deliver some real-life maths lessons. I particularly value 

the video so thank you for taking the time to create this … within a week or two we can introduce the 

company and the Mitie maths challenge … I will edit the data to accommodate for our lower 

performing students so it is summarised with "easier" numbers for them to apply the same skills to.’ 

 

 


