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Part of a regional Careers Hub initiative for Careers Leaders
Year 8 History: ‘How WW2 is remembered’
Inspired by residents from a local care home
Students moved by first-hand accounts about ‘History’
A positive story about working in Social Care

First-hand stories of the Bristol Blitz motivate and move Year 8 History students
The History teacher at Oasis Academy Brislington in Bristol described the challenge of teaching ‘How
WWII is remembered in Britain and beyond' to Year 8 students: ‘This topic is complex chronologically
and geographically and something students struggle to grasp in the small amount of space given to
it in the curriculum. It is another missed opportunity for the students to engage with a breadth of
historical material and to comprehend history and popular memory.’
The school is close to a dozen residential care homes, so it was agreed that ‘an interactive and crossgenerational project could seek memories that would provide a classroom resource to research the
end of WW2 and how it is remembered.’
In spite of the COVID crisis, Arbour Walk – one of the Cedar Care Homes – agreed to ask residents
and relatives if they were willing to help, as the Hospitality Services Manager explained at the time:
‘I must say that during these times, it is challenging to plan anything because the situation in the
homes can change from one hour to another. I like your project and would be more than happy to go
ahead, but we cannot say if the situation will be better soon.’
The History teachers provided a series of questions, which resulted in responses from ‘one or two
ladies born in the 1920s who are happy to share their memories and then some residents who went
through the war as children.’ These were incorporated into a source-based lesson on the Bristol
Blitz, with students completing an empathy task for homework – creating a short story, diary entry
or piece of art. ‘The accounts from the care home are excellent. Thank you.’
Benefits for the Students
‘The employer provided interesting and novel sources to incorporate to an existing scheme of
work. Many of the students were clearly moved by the fact that some of the sources we used
in class came from local people with first-hand experience of the war. This served to really
motivate some students to engage with the wider task of using sources to examine the effect
of the Blitz on Bristol.’
Evaluation revealed the project helped to develop Creativity and Teamwork skills.
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Benefits for the School
‘I think the sources from the care home were excellent under the circumstances. I think the
only way it could be improved from our perspective would be perhaps a short video where the
residents detail and explain their memories of the war, but I appreciate this may be difficult
for many residents.’
‘I think we could repeat this project with the current resources …’
Benefits for the Employer
Arbour Walk is a newly purpose built resident and nursing home in the heart of Brislington.
Its convenient location, layout with a variety of indoor facilities and beautifully landscaped
secure gardens make it an extraordinary environment for an excellent service for people
with dementia, mental disorders and chronic physical conditions.
‘We want to create a particular folder about this project in our reception area (at Arbour
Walk) for the visitors and relatives so they can see what we have achieved together.’

‘Empathy’ homework by Year 8 children
inspired by written accounts of the war years
from residents in a local care home.

© www.forum-talent-potential.org

