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Meaningful Learning Experiences 

Strategic Commitment ✓ Part of a regional Careers Hub initiative for Careers Leaders 

Curriculum Provision ✓ Year 9 English: Transactional Writing about ‘Activism’ 

Employer Partnerships ✓ Local initiative for developing sustainable communities 

Reflective Young People ✓ Engaging young people in a real and relevant issue 

Informed Career Choices ✓ Encouraging individual responsibilities and future actions 

 

Climate Change expert gives real purpose to a Year 9 transactional writing task   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 English students at St Gregory’s in Bath are normally presented with a transactional writing 

task about ‘Activism’. The Head of English explained: ‘As this is language-based, it is a very dry 

subject and students struggle to engage or see relevance. They also find writing and delivering a 

speech scary – but they need to repeat this for their GCSE. If they could prepare a great speech now, 

they could (in some cases) keep it for this and just work on delivery.’ Her ideal outcome for the 

project was ‘for students to feel more confident in writing a speech, using the required elements.’  

Prompted by the visit of Greta Thunberg to Bristol, the school did consider an approach to the 

protest group ‘Extinction Rebellion’, but it was felt to be too contentious. So, students were 

presented with a recent report from the OECD showing that teenagers have a strong awareness of 

climate issues but feel unable to make a difference: ‘What can be done to help young people 

mobilise their knowledge to take action?’ 

An approach to a local organisation campaigning for action on climate and environment issues – 

‘Transition Bath’ – resulted in a response from the chair: ‘We are more than happy to respond 

positively to any efforts by young people to further the cause of arresting climate change. Feel free to 

call me or send me pieces to comment on.’ 

Students prepared short speeches, in writing, knowing that half a dozen pieces of their work would 

be sent to the chair at Transition Bath. He responded with an informal video message giving specific 

feedback for individual students and general comments about getting involved in campaigning.  

 

 

 

Benefits for the Students 

‘The response to my speech was really good - it helps that a person with such knowledge can have a 

look at my work. I am really pleased he took the time to give me feedback.’ 

‘I think what Peter says is very true and that he really highlights the struggles against climate 

change. I hope technology helps us in the future, but we need to do something. Thank you for taking 

time to read my little speech.’ 

‘It was very useful to hear another opinion. Now I can take that feedback as well to improve my 

writing.’ 
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Benefits for the Employer 

Transition Bath is an organisation that is concerned about climate change and aims to build 

a sustainable future by harnessing the power of the local community in the face of declining 

natural resources and increasing carbon emissions. 

At the end of his video feedback, the chair shared information about the Avon Schools Eco 

network – a student-led initiative – and left them with a word of encouragement: ‘Well done 

for taking this step. You need to take more steps, but you’ve started, and that’s brilliant.’ 

 

Benefits for the School 

The project presented a real current issue, in contrast to existing classroom resources, which 

asked them to imagine campaigning about a school issue or to choose from a list of topics. 

‘One student was moved to tears, as Peter had taken the time to look at her speech. It meant 

so much to her, as it was someone who was an expert in the field (and not me as her 

teacher!)’ 

 

Instead of an imaginary task 

about ‘Activism’, Year 9 students 

wrote speeches on the topic of 

Climate Change to develop their 

transactional writing skills, as part 

of English studies.  The Chair from 

a local initiative about developing 

sustainable communities 

provided expert feedback.  

 


